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3 SQUADRON

110 YEARS

People and Planes.

Sacrifice and Service.

Since 1916.

(8AFC Flight Commander 1918. Military Cross.)

FIRST WORLD WAR - AUSTRALIA SENDS A 100% VOLUNTEER FORCE 3AFC FORMED 1916
1T IS NICE IN THE
SURF

AUSTRALIAN FLYING CORPS
POINT COOK

|z

E . St
BuT ¥

What about
THE MEN
INTHE TRENCHES
Polling Day, December 20.

GOAND HELP pyote 2O

THE DEATH BALLOT.

(Inadequate!) TRAINING

SN g
August 1916 — 3AFC shipped out from Melbourne on the  ULYSSES’. Jan-Aug 1917 - Training in England

South Carlton, near Lincoln.

IS

Paper streamers from loved
ones.

THE
LAST TOUCH OF AUSTRALIA
FOR MANY.




J| September 1917 - 3AFC INTO ACTION

Western Front - A hard day at the office!

YPRES SALIENT - 3AFC based at Bailleul, Northern France.

April 1918

March 1918 - DEMOLISHE

- WE RETREATED !

GRUB UP!

Bertangles France
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The Ghost RE8

Sandy & Hughes.

- Both killed in mid-air by a
single bullet. (17/12/1917)

- RE8 flew-on 80km and
landed by itself.

heir German attacker —now in

Bertangles Aerodrome
Somme Valley - France

Red Baron wreck at 3AFC — April 1918

‘ll!lw‘l‘\‘illvdﬂw |
[ Red Bavou?
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We buried the Red Baron - April 1918 “GETWELL” Photo sent to Jack DUIGAN
(3 bullet wounds, May 1918.)

“WE REPAIRED YOUR PLANE !”

We captured a German Halberstadt in flight !!! - June 1918 BATTLE OF HAMEL - 4July 1918

AN AUSTRALIAN TRIUMPH, including 3AFC's Al INITION-PARACHUTIN(

8 August 1918 - BLACK DAY of the Ge}man Army DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

Awarded to CO3 BLAKE - By the Americans.
- For breaking the HINDENBERG LINE !
October 1918.

AUSTRALIANS ADVANCING FROM VILLERS-BRETONNEUX, AUGUST 8 [918
From Original specially painted for the Australian Comforts Fund
By Captain Will Longataff ALF War Artist




3AFC SUFFERED 38 DEATHS inWW1.

Nigel LOVE (ex-3AFC)
-1919/20 Founded Aust; 's FIRST Aircraft Factory!

- Founded Sydney Airport!

3SON RAATF - First Fatal Accident — February 1926.

Aerial Survey of Canberra.
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HOME'! 1919.

On the Kaisar-I-Hind.
(“Emperor of India”)

3AFC disbanded in Melbourne.

“Passengers & Officers life
belt parade. Kaisar I Hind ™.

*P.0. Kaisar I Hind .

3SON - ESTABLISHED within the RAAF in 1925.
- FOUNDED Richmond Air Base - arriving with a rainbow!

it from Point Cook. T}

Australia’s FIRST Free-Fall Parachute Jumps.
Richmond — May 1926.




CANBERRA PARLIAMENT OPENING - 1927
3SQON “Managed” the Aerial Cavalcade!

GREAT DEPRESSION 1932 - Life goes on at Richmond.

TRAINING THE CITIZEN AlR FORC
2 E TR

L Tos £

1933

Volunteer Reserves
[c
dominate
numbers.

This is the original winning entry from the De

1929 - 3SON CREST Designed

(M
o "Rr,‘t‘n-yﬂ,@:l\,—
b
i S et
|

HARBOUR BRIDGE OPENING
Flypast 1932

1935- WAR CLOUDS LOOMING
3SQN pioneers new planes — Hawker Demons.

o

mpetition!
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“DEMONS DOWN?” - IN THE DEVILS’ DEN/ DISASTROUS DEMONSTRATION!
February 1937 — Two Demons lost in fog over Waratah, Tasmania. - 1937
: Energetic display for Army at Townsville.
3SQN Demon LOSES WINGS!

* Flight Commander Donald ASHTON-SHORTER Kkilled.

d relics in
ratah Pub!

WORLD WAR TWO ARRIVAL in the MIDDLE EAST - 23 August 1940

3SON’s FIRST CASUALTY
of WW2.

November 19 Near KIAMA NSW.
- Pilot-Officer Jack OHLMEYER
+ Solo pilot on training flight
+ Demon broke-up during aerobatics

+ Parachute torn - fell to his death

3soN's ADVANCES & RETREATS in the North African 1t 1940-1943 BIPLANEWAR! December 1940.
MEDITERRANEAN  SEA. Both sides ian - operate OBSOLETE aircraft.

e Italians are beautiful fly
But 35QN is and makes many victory claims!

LIBYAN DESERT
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(BRIEFLY) SUPERIOR! June/July 1941

January 1941 BATTLE
Hawker Hurricanes ", , / 2 of SYRIA

< Peter TURNBULL
and John SAUNDERS

Palestine
[Both pilots were killed
later in

CONVOY! “THE DESERT STAKES”
War in North Africa. =
* Huge distances. S

* Frequent movement.

-

ning to the
Melbourne Cup
T

DESERT

“ACES”
“BEHIND THE LEGEND”

Ground Crew hot, dusty,
dirty and dangerous.

Alan REWLINSON 3 =, JACKSON

Pete TURNBULL

Jim KINNEAR
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PRECIOUSWATER Kittyhawks at EL ALAMEIN - October 1942

If you wanted a “BATH”, the allowance was -
only half a water-bottle. w B

Tommy RUSSELL : RUSSELL
Kittyhawk Pilot 1942-43 8 * &
= § RIGHETTI

Major
Miincheberg’

- The
here to tell

[

GROUND ATTACK EVADERS
Most of 3SQN’s work involved low flying, with many hazards. : Shot down, but evaded
capture.

- Found a German coat/

Arthur DEWKINS
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RESCUES BULLET PROOF...

- Several times, downed pilots were “picked up” in single-seat fighters.
Pilots Jim McINTOSH
and Eric BRADBURY

R v S : R \ nervous breakdown, but
recovered back in Australia.

Bl

3 Bobby GIBBES s a '03). December 1942

Captured Jtalian Aircraft “BLACK 6”
- Captured Messerschmitt 109G

- Found by 3SQN Engineering
Ken McRAE, November

MALTA & SICILY PLASTERED!
Stepping stones on the way to ITALY! AGNONE base in Sicily hit by German bombers!

German night bomb
John HOOKE




3SON INVADES ITALY! - 14September 1943.
FIRST Allied Squadron to Attack from a Mainland Italian Base!

“‘ “THE THREE PADRES” 1942-1945.

- Respected and appreciated by all 33QN members.
- Welcome correspondents to families at home.

< DAVIES

< McNAMARA

Digging o
c

20 WEEKS...

A January 1944
3SQN stayed longer here than to
any other overseas base. May 1944

CUTELLA [TALY.

Adriatic Sea beach-side.
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“EAGLE WITH BOMB”
Logo first used by CO3 Brian EATON on his own plane.

TOUGH OLD BOOT!

January-May 1944 saw the Allies bogged down at MONTE CASSINO.

destruction
h in Ju
J been rebuilt.

November 1944

“Southern Cross” Rudders
Introduced by CO3 Murray NASH on 3SON'’s new Mustang aircraft.

10
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‘BOXING DAY’ < ¢ Happ:V New Year 1945 ! X
26 December 1944 Engine Fitters Working Outdoors in the Snow...

- 3SQN’s LAST Mel09
shot down.

G- W : ESCAPE!

Dozens of 3SON pilots and groundcrew =7
were CAPTURED. e ® Several 3SON personnel
Lichtbild ; = made successful escapes.

Des Kriegsgefangenen

FREE THE PRISONERS! Harry SHIPLEY - 3SON P.O.W.
(A o A = 5

Portrait at Cutella Airstrip, Italy, 1944

11
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19 HOMECOMING

3SON PERSONNEL

1275 : ”
VICtOII:/{Y l?gf;lrope p SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES On the “STRATHEDEN” September-October 1945.
ay af

3SQON “Demobbed” in Melbourne mid-1946.

Arthur PARDEY 1948-1953. CANBERRA.

| + 3SON re-established after WW2
on. \
before age 21/ “Tactical Reconnaissance” Aircraft
+ KOREAN WAR - The pressure was ON to supply
replacements for 77 SQN.

DEMONSTRATION FLIGHT BY RAAF AVON SABRES

SABRE
PIONEERS

Fcitizen Active Reserve . d 1950 E . 3
> i CANBERRE with  # S m 1956

1°5(Tactical Reconnaissance 1 3SQN Canberra samn 3 tapnt 3501\_1 r_e-formed
Squadron. ! 4

at Williamtown.
Vacancies m all mmwnrl

Uniforms Recruiting
Drive!

- ; . : ; The FIRST

Sm nmh Operational RAAF

Sabre Squadron!

12
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= & 1958 - 3SON MEMORIAL UNVEILED e = - SABRE FERRY - 1958

(Richmond. Built by 3SQN Association.) Multiple days e Tspics to

(&) z Patron: Henry WRIGLEY — 34FC WW1. d 3 Ve BUTTERWORTH, Malaya

& & = +  AVOIDING Indo
NO inflightrefuelling!
FLYPAST AT UNVEILING OF 3SQN

MEMORIAL 13.07-1958 v 2 ||« HAZARDOUS!
LED BY JAKE! E | . A =

1960 - 3SQN Sabre Armourers ; i 7 .. 1961

“Jaffa Orange”
Southern Cross.

- Introduced by CO3 Ross GLASSOP.

1962 - Orange hats were a thing! OPERATION EXCALIBER

3SQN'’s LAST Sabre Flight, Butterworth to Australia,1967.

e555 2 LN 5 &8¢
L ps .*" . \3 ! %

,,_.ﬁ:;Y;' e e ffﬂ
SR WS

#07 % 1 A

& ]l

[ 3 Squadron Dog - in the intake - was “Jefferson”

13
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1969 - ‘OPERATION THOROUGHFARE’
Return to Butterworth with “Lizard” Mirages.
VANCE

TEIE
DRUMMOND LIZARDS THAT FLEW

In a brand-new
Mirage...

Williamtown 1967

50 years later - THEY'VE STILL GOT IT!

1970 - “FUTURISM”
’ 1971

Penang Island Flypast |

@ A RAAF Mirage pilot prepares fo start his cngines, watched
by a RAAF (echnician during exercise “Bersafu Padu”.

'-- E A & x TAGRGN 1973 - 3SQN WINS
1\ l- ) g i ||A. 1971 | the Gloucester Cup!

“w r F “Most Proficient F}
) ' : i L

i ) “International
! Orange”
Flight Suits.

07:03:00:20
- The Squadron

Colour! ing in the heat: Dic
“Don’t drop

The crowd went wild!

14



Butterworth Family Life - Early 1970s
“The Veggie Man”

“IMIRAGE FUN? - Cartoon by Bill CHAMBERS

~SNANANAANANANAN/
Hewo ConTroL... ALL OK. . s

ENGINE VisrRATIONS HAVE CEASED.Y.X{

\L¥\/\g\\/\/\/\/\ AN/

MALAYSIA 1986
FINAL MirageYear

“Air Superiority Grey”

1976 - 3SQN’s “LAST”
Operational Loss.
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1976
Ground Engineers and Pilots at the end of a long day.

31 March 1986

A“NEW 3SQN” started-up at

Williamtown
under CO3 Bruce MOUATT.

A GREAT NEW AIRCRAFT:
Bruce and Ross FOX deliver 3SQN’s
first two F/A-18s on 29 August 1986.

{ Rl
Srvee and Ress enioy » glss of champers with Dick SOMBALL
3 1

15



1987 - Exactly 50 years after it crashed and burned in Tasmania,
Demon Al-8 has been RESTORED.
———————

“Going to Guns!” - Mig-29 Fulcrum in the sights of a 3SQN Hornet!
C ” Malaysia.

- 2003 IREQ ACTION!
Peter WEEKS ‘OP FALCONER’

- 75 SON's
POSTER BOY
in the AWM! 3SON loaned several pilots and planes
to help 75 SQN win their
Meritorious Unit Citation!
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The HORNET PIONEERS
Again, 3SQN was the FIRST RAAF OPERATIONAL HORNET SQUADRON.

By 1989...

“FULLY OPERATIONAL”
- Helping other squad st

[s
€03 Bob TRELOAR.

nding Engineering Officer
Jenny FANTINL

[ RAAF

RAAF Maintenance Trophy 1989.
]

2002 - ‘OPERATION SLIPPER’
! DIEGO GARCIA - The Back Door to the Gulf War!

“Nuthin’ Atoll!”

2009 - 3SQN Memorial Plaque in LONDON.
“St Clement Danes” Church. - Bombed-out in WW2.
Restored as an AIR FORCE MEMORIAL. (Suggested by 3SQN’s AVM WRIGLEY.)

16
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“BERSAMA PADU 2010” Malaysia. [BETTERAVIONICS, following Gulf War ex

‘elenne de Bomb”
JORGENSON

2014
POINT
COOK

S 2
CENTENARY CENTENARY OF NILITAR!
POINT CODK | 1-2 M

4
¥ Ian BROWN looks
| after Princess Kate’s
health & safety.

OPERATION OKRA - Iraq/Syria 2016
The HEAT is on/ OKRA
YAKKA

E ped
in action since

sts and an
nditioned
r!

+ Highest
Operational
Tempo of an

AF
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TURNING 100... (And back at WAR!) 2016 - ANZAC Day Sydney - Our last WW2 Veterans.
— Middle East, Sf’:ptember 19t 2016. . £ '

—r———_

Armourer Gus THOMSON (walking) 1 s Donny NICHOLLS and Slim MOORE (in whe

3SQN Generations — 2016 ANZAC Day Sydney. HORNET CO3s 2005-2017

ALSOP

3

- - A

s through a metal detector!)

2017 - A Glimpse of the Future... OUR ANNUALANZAC PILGRIMAGE
il : B to RICHMOND 3SQN MEMORIAL

% Bk -

18
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FIFTH GENERATION
December 2017

It3’}

Formation

PHOENIX RISING
A NEW 3SQN born in the USA! - 2018

Half-Million Dollar Headgear

ANZAC Day on USS MIDWAY MIUSEUM, San Diego Harbour, USA, 2018. ONE PROUD OWNER...

19
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H December 2018
2 FIRST F-35 Operational Delivery to Williamtown

2018 - The grandsons of 3SQN Mirage Pilot Lloyd SMITH set a memorial plaque
on the highest mountain in Malaysia, where he crashed during a night solo in 1972.

FAMILY DAY MERCH - “Hold my Stubby...”
Williamtown - 2019
I — :;‘A-ELN-%’ELHAMW.

7

S0UTH gagr EUROPE

N ALUMNI
PANDEMIC! Don’t Panic! AL

Feature in
RAAF CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS
31 March 2021

LIGHTNING SPEAR, Florida 2021 RED FLAG, il
for Felix SAINSBURY,

20
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SCULPTURAL

THE PACIFIC IS OUR PATCH! 2024 Family Day

éf/u)(’@ }[&Ny 24

3. SUADRON

RED FLAG LIGHTNING FERRY

2025 - OUR RICHMOND MEMORIAL UPGRADED DEPLOYMENT

¥ (s 2% RS Misawa Japan - October 2025

ANZAC Day 2026 Never forget your Squadron number!

21
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- 2026 - ACCELERATING INTO THE FUTURE

MILK DRINKERS
Rack-up an Amazing “MARCH ON”
Donation!

110 and Counting!

22



